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MEETING AGENDA & NOTES 

Present 

Berra Byrd 

Cathy Griffith (remote) 

Miranda Horton 

Daniel Lumm 

Brian McKay 

Brian Morrison 

Corey Shick 

Sam Sims 

Rob Venable 

David Wooten 

Absent 

Brooke Archenhold 

Allison Farr 

Terri Kittel 

Lienne Medford 

Linda Melcher 

 

MEETING NOTES 
Meeting called to order at 6:06 pm. 

MOTION: APPROVE AGENDA  

• Motion by Morrison 

• Seconded by Byrd 

• Approved 

MOTION: APPROVE NOVEMBER 2022 MEETING MINUTES 

• Motion by Lumm 

• Seconded by Shick 

• Approved 

ACADEMIC REPORT 

• Leadership and Physical Education Departments 

o Leadership 

▪ Bev Cannon and Geoff Hill represented the Leadership Department. 

▪ Summarized the character education and anti-bullying content that is covered with LCMS 

students in grades 6-8, and the themes/mottoes associated with the curriculum at each 

grade level. 
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▪ Provided information about related activities and initiatives, such the Model UN and 

Student Council. Described some of the activities spearheaded by Student Council, 

including Spirit Week, a holiday door decoration contest, and fundraising for a non-profit 

beneficiary. 

• Shick asked how students selected the non-profit beneficiary to received funds that 

are raised, and Hill indicated the students involved researched area non-profit 

organizations and made a selection 

▪ Wooten indicated the school is utilizing a new “I Lead” curriculum, which he hopes will 

successfully foster student development and usher them into leadership roles. 

o Physical Education 

▪ Ian McKenzie and Jason Moore represented the Physical Education (PE) Department. 

▪ The PE Department follows the state standards for PE. 

▪ Physical fitness tests are administered, and students are prompted to complete logs 

documenting their physical activity outside of school. 

▪ There are educational units on different sports, and the sequence in which they are taught 

is rotated from year to year. 

▪ Sims asked whether nutrition and health are covered in PE classes, and McKenzie 

indicated those topics are covered. Students are prompted to consider nutritional content 

of their foods, and at times are directed to complete nutrition logs with which they 

document their dietary intake. 

▪ McKay asked whether students in other schools spend comparable amounts of time in PE 

class, and Wooten indicated they do. 

REPORTS 

• Principal’s report 

o Wooten acknowledged that “Live Free” sex education curriculum was currently being taught. 

o Shared that the second round of Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing was being 

administered and would be wrapping up imminently. 

o Shared that LCMS personnel had been in communication with the SC Department of Motor 

Vehicles and the SC Department of Transportation regarding the intersection at Woodruff Road 

and Bell Road. An adjustment to the traffic light has been made so that it now responds to actual 

traffic rather than functioning on a timer. This change has helped mitigate carline traffic issues. 

o Greenville County School District (GCSD) is considering a change to the district calendar for the 

upcoming school year. If implemented this change will result in the school term beginning earlier in 

August than in previous school years, and would result in the 2nd quarter ending before the 

holiday/winter break. The LCMS charter does not mandate that the school follow the GCSD 

calendar, although the school has usually done so because it has made things easier for families. 

▪ After discussion, and anticipating that GCSD will make a decision in the near future and 

issue its 2023-2024 calendar in late January, it was decided that the LCMS Board could 

consider a vote on modification of its school calendar at its February 2023 meeting. 

o Shared that the school was having work done to increase its internet bandwidth and add a 

redundancy measure. The work was expected to be complete by the following week. 

o LCMS staff had their holiday gathering and received Christmas gifts. Staff reported having a 

wonderful time and expressed appreciation to the Board for funding the holiday party and gifts. 

o Early in the 2023 calendar year, the school will begin having intake conferences with families of 

students who will be attending LCMS as 6th graders in the upcoming school year. There are 72 
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girls and 66 boys in the incoming 6th grade class. Wooten indicated the school attempts to place 

24 students or fewer in each classroom. 

o The school resource officer (SRO) previously assigned to LCMS is expected to return in January 

2023. Following a conversation Wooten had with the Greenville County Sheriff’s Department, 

roving SROs have been visiting and serving at the school more frequently. 

• Academic Affairs 

o Dr. Aaron Temples, Dr. Rob Venable, and Dr. Lienne Medford submitted a proposal to deliver a 

presentation at the South Carolina Association for Middle Level Education conference in March 

2023. The proposal was accepted, and they are making arrangements to travel and present. 

▪ Dr. Temples will present on single-gender education and the STEM gap with girls. 

▪ Dr. Venable will present on self-regulative strategies to aid students in transitioning from 

elementary school to middle school. 

o Wooten acknowledged that Britta Bell recently presented at the National Teacher of Foreign 

Languages Association conference. 

• Governance 

o No report 

• Facilities 

o Sims indicated that LCMS is obtaining several quotes to fix issues with the school’s irrigation 

system. 

o Information regarding the irrigation system and awnings has been shared with Allison Thompson 

and the LCMS Foundation. 

o Installation of a gate at the Woodruff Road entrance has not been completed, but it will be 

investigated and/or addressed. 

o Several dead trees that were in front of the school facility have been removed. 

• Treasurer 

o Financial update and discussion of funding formula 

o Shick briefly review YTD revenue and expenses with the board and drew attention to an 

upcoming funding increase. 

o Effective in January 2023, the school’s per pupil funding will increase, which will result in 

monthly revenue increasing from $311,958 to $340,441. 

o This new funding level will remain in place until December 2023, when the funding level will 

be reevaluated. 

• Chairman’s Report 

o Lease agreement with Langston Foundation 

▪ McKay acknowledged that the Board discussed the lease agreement between LCMS and 

the LCMS Foundation at the November 2022 meeting and that several related matters 

had been addressed: 

• The term of the lease was revised to 7/1/2022 – 6/30/2033. 

• Previously, when remitting rent payments to the LCMS Foundation, additional 

funds beyond the mortgage installment amounts were subsequently applied to the 

mortgage principal. However, McKay shared these additional principal payments 

will not have a significant impact on the mortgage payoff date. 

• McKay indicated that he has signed the amended lease on behalf of the LCMS 

Board and that Byrd will sign on behalf of the LCMS Foundation. 
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• McKay indicated additional discussion will be needed to determine what to do with 

any excess funds beyond the mortgage installment amount that were paid to the 

LCMS Foundation since 7/1/22. 

o As a reminder, the February 2023 LCMS Board meeting has been moved to Wednesday, 2/15/23. 

OLD BUSINESS 

• None 

NEW BUSINESS 

• None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

• None 

MOTION: ADJOURN MEETING 

• Motion by Horton 

• Seconded by Lumm 

• Approved, and meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm. 

NEXT MEETING  

January 10, 2023 at 6:00 pm 


